Wasson Peak
Troop 209 Hike
September 19, 2009

Troop 209 went on a great hike to the Tucson Mountains, afdsicson, to hike a 6
mile trail to Wasson Peak which is the tallest moumtaihat range. We had a great
turnout with 17 scouts and one Webelo, James Shuth Rack 209. There were 9
adults on the hike as well. We met at SEAS at 7:00 AtMteeaded out by 7:15.

It is a 20 mile drive to the King's Canyon
Trailhead going through Gates Pass.
Weather was great with bright sunshine a
temperatures in the 70’s. Before taking off;
the scouts were asked to pick a buddy to
hike with and the adults split up to cover t
faster hikers back to the slower ones. The
plan was to regroup at a trail split about 2
miles up the trail to see how the scouts we
doing and to give some scouts the
opportunity to turn back. Past this point, the

trail gets steeper as it pushes to the summtt.
We hit the trail just after 8:00 AM.

The scouts

quickly strung
out with Tyler
~ Pieper and Jake
4 Vigil hiking
strong to the
trail split and
getting there in
about an hour.
The trail is well
defined, but

‘ ‘ there really is no
easy way of getting to the top of the tallest peaknmoantain range without going up.
The sun was starting to heat up the day and the temperage. After a bit, most
everyone got to the trail split. Some scouts and adett&led to turn around and head
back to the parking lot, others headed up.

For those heading to the top, the trail got much stegplersome switch backs. From
the trail split, you see a peak above you, but Wassak iBectually over the ridge,
hidden from view. Going up the steep section, you get totpassld, abandoned mines
and we got to see a large lizard that didn’t seem bothered.bf?ast the steep section,
the tralil circles a ridge and doubles back a bit to the sunffmrom the summit, it is a



The scouts were more
interested in getting
back to the parking
lot rather than to wait
around. We didn't
get a chance to check
out the petroglyphs
which are down a
wash near the
beginning of the trail.
If you did go, you'd

great 360 degree view. You can see SEAS, Kitt Peak, Mt.
Lemmon, downtown Tucson, Picacho Peak, the Silverbell
Mountains, and Tucson International Airport. Off to the
north, there is a large drop to the desert floor and a
spectacular view of Sombrero Peak.

After some early lunch, just after 10, we headed back
down. The scouts were moving quickly with the fast guys
even breaking into a jog in a couple of places. Ratric
Bersack provided a few “exciting” moments when a spill
put a good cut in his knee. The scouts had all the satff th
was needed: antiseptic wipes, gauze pads, and tape.
Patrick was good to go.

come upon a wasp’s nest so maybe it was a good thing the siiinit go there.

Back at the parking lot, the roster list was passed &teawve Bersack who “signed out”
the scouts and drivers that were there and ready té gueat effort was made by Chris
Machado to make it to the summit and complete the Hiked last adults and scouts left
the parking lot around 2 PM.

In summary, the hike was a challenging for some, a briesgothers, and a great trail to
one of the landmarks in Tucson. Nearly all of tbeuss drank all their water and a
lesson learned was to have extra drinks back at the padokinlylost all scouts went
through a camelback or two nalgene bottles. A couplemiheents were that it would be

a good cooler weather
hike.



